
Southeast Watershed Alliance Information Sheet

A Forum for Solutions 
The Southeast Watershed Alliance (SWA), established 
by RSA 485-E in the 2009 legislative session, sets up 
an organizational framework for coastal watershed 
communities to learn about and address water quality 
issues. Your community has the opportunity to shape 
the SWA as it forms in the upcoming months. 

Background
N.H.’s coastal water resources are highly sensitive 
and are subject to intense and increasing pressures 
associated with population growth and development. 
These pressures include increased pollutant loads from 
nonpoint sources, such as stormwater runoff, septic 
systems, lawn fertilizers, and agriculture, as well as 
point sources, such as wastewater treatment facilities. 
In addition, changing climate has caused increased 
intensity and quantity of  rain, which combined with 
human activities has increased pollutant loads into the 
watershed’s surface and ground waters. 

Wherever you are in the 42 coastal watershed 
communities, your activities impact the water quality in 
the Great Bay and Hampton-Seabrook Estuaries. 

Why Now and So What?
Excess pollution threatens Great Bay and Hampton-Seabrook Estuaries. NHDES has listed sections of  all the 
rivers draining to Great Bay as impaired for nutrient pollution, and Hampton Harbor is impaired for bacterial 
pollution. 

Great Bay Estuary
Rising nitrogen levels in Great Bay increasingly concern scientists and community members. When large 
quantities of  nitrogen are introduced into a body of  water, algae begin to grow and reproduce rapidly, covering 
the surface of  the water and occupying the upper layers of  the water column, both blocking sunlight and 
consuming vast amounts of  oxygen, effectively suffocating many of  the organisms beneath. For example, one 
of  the factors in the vast decline of  eelgrass is excess nitrogen. In a place where everything’s connected, the 
threat extends from eelgrass to ! sh, geese, ducks and other life that rely on this plant for food and refuge. 

Hampton-Seabrook Estuary
The estuary is not meeting water quality standards for bacteria, causing frequent closings of  shell! sh beds. In 
addition, the estuary supports important coastal habitats including the most productive softshell clam beds in 
the state and important roosting, feeding and nesting grounds for shorebirds, as well as remnant sand dunes 
that help protect the coast from storms. 



This Alliance will provide a way for communities to 
learn and work together on sustainable and cost-effective 
solutions to water quality issues in the face of  the potential 
for increased regulatory requirements. 

Communities play an integral role in helping to stop 
pollution from degrading our waters. All communities in 
N.H.’s coastal watershed play a part in the problems and the 
solutions; the nutrient and bacteria problems are coming 
from upstream and downstream communities, from both 
rural towns and urban centers. Streams and rivers connect 
all of  the coastal watershed communities to each other and 
then to Great Bay and Hampton-Seabrook Estuaries, where 
the pollutants ultimately build up.  

Bringing more people to the table will result in an increased 
understanding of  the challenges. There will also be more 
minds to implement creative solutions to reducing pollutant 
loads and meeting future regulations. 

What can joining the Southeast Watershed Alliance 
do for your community?

For more information on the SWA contact Ted Diers at 559-0027 or 271-7940. 

Visit the SWA blog for links and updated meeting information at 
http://blogs.nh.gov/nhpress2/swa/.

Joining SWA will Help Your 
Community ... 

!   Get prepared to meet future 
regulatory responsibilities. 

!   Leverage funding to implement 
solutions. 

!   Build a vision to save Great Bay and 
Hampton-Seabrook Estuaries.

!   Improve water quality and the 
quality of  life in your town.

The details on how SWA will go forward will be developed in the upcoming months. Getting involved now 
means that you can help shape the SWA to meet your community’s needs! 

Eligible Communities as de" ned in 485-E:2 Section 
III of  the legislation establishing the SWA

Barrington " Brentwood " Brook# eld " Candia " 
Chester " Danville " Deer# eld " Dover " Durham " 

East Kingston " Epping " Exeter " Farmington " 
Fremont " Greenland " Hampton " Hampton Falls " 
Kensington " Kingston " Lee " Madbury " Middleton " 

Milton " New Castle " New Durham " New# elds  " 
Newington " Newmarket " Nottingham " 

North Hampton " Northwood " Portsmouth " Raymond 
" Rochester " Rollinsford " Rye " Sandown " Seabrook 

" Somersworth " Strafford " Stratham " Wake# eld 


